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Example of Definitional Text: Overhead 
 
The Quetzal 
 
 This beautiful bird lives inside the rotting trees of 
the Southern and Central rainforest.  The Quetzal is 
famous for its beautiful three-foot long tail feathers, and 
was considered sacred by the Mayan people.  Sadly, the 
Quetzal is in danger of extinction.  This may be due to 
the fact that the Quetzal is a poor flyer, and its 
predators, the kinkajou, a type of gray squirrel, and the 
Ornate Hawk-eagle find it an easy catch!  
Unfortunately, they do not survive in captivity and do 
not reproduce rapidly.  
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