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Fact/Opinion 
Constructed Response 

Summative Assessment B 
 
Duration:  One 20-minute time period 
 
Standard(s) Assessed:  
SSA. 4.2.3.5.1, SSA.4.2.3.5.2, LA.A.2.2.5.5.1, LAA.2.2.6.5.1 
 
Description of Assessment Activity: 
The constructed response assessment gives students a platform in which they will demonstrate 
their understanding of the difference between fact and opinion, as they are presented within the 
context of the historical events and studied.  It also is the opportunity to show what they know 
about selected aspects of a good speech. 
 
Teacher Directions:  
1. Explain to students that this assessment is a measurement of what they have learned about 

the difference between fact and opinion, as they are presented within the context of the 
historical events studied.  It also shows what they know about selected qualities of a good 
speech.  It is to measure individual achievement, and they are to work independently. 

2. Distribute the tests. Go over the directions of the test to be certain that all students understand 
what they are to do.  The test will take approximately 20 minutes.  Allow more time if 
needed.  Once the test is completed, collect, score, and record.  The post-test answer key is 
included in the Associated File. 

3. It is suggested that this assessment be given on the same day and immediately after the 
selected response assessment.   

4. As with the first, this assessment should be returned to students the next day, so they can 
utilize the feedback to fine-tune their speeches before presentation. 

 
Student Directions: 
5. Listen carefully as the teacher gives directions about the constructed response assessment. 
6. Understand that this post-test is assessing their understanding of historical events, fact and 

opinion, and selected qualities of a good speech. They are to work independently and do their 
best. 

7. Take the test. 
8. Return the test to the teacher when completed or place in the designated area as directed by 

the teacher. 
9. Utilize the results of this assessment as constructive feedback to make adjustments to their 

speech if need dictates. 
 
Scoring Method and Criteria:  
 
The constructed response post-test is a summative assessment.  It is designed for students to be 
interactive with text and to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the difference 
between fact and opinion, historical references within the text, and selected qualities of a good 
speech.  Use the answer key included in the Associated File. 
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Passage #1   
 
The year is 1764.  The dust has settled from the French & Indian War.  Colonial 
Americans are doing well.  Three thousand miles away, England tells a different 
story.  They owe a large amount of money. England borrowed money in order to send 
troops to the colonies.  They were needed in the French & Indian War.  Later in 
1763, they sent more men to fight in America.  It was to keep peace with the 
Indians and land-hungry colonists.  England had to raise money to pay back what 
they owed.   They did this by passing laws for America.  They taxed the colonists.  
One such law was the Stamp Act.  In 1765 this law put a tax on everything that 
used paper.  Newspapers, calendars, even playing cards had to have a stamp.  The 
stamp showed that the tax had been paid.  This angered the colonists!  England 
passed this tax without giving the colonists a chance to say anything about it.  The 
colonists spoke out against the Stamp Act.  England said that colonists who did not 
pay this tax could be fined or jailed. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Passage #2  
 
The sun never shined on anything more important.  These are not just the matters of a 
city, a country, or a kingdom.  This has to do with a continent; a continent that is at least 
one-eighth the size of the habitable globe.  This is not a problem for just a day or a year. 
Future generations are involved in the contest.  They will be affected, even to the end of 
time, by the proceedings that are now.  Now is the seedtime of continental union, faith 
and honor.  Even the smallest flaw in our joining together now will be like a name engraved 
with the point of a pin on the tender bark of a young tree. The wound will enlarge with 
the tree, and future generations will read it in full-grown characte

 

rs. 

Name: _____________________________________  
 
Date: ______________________________________  
 
     Directions:   

  1) Read each story.  
  2) Decide which gives facts.   
  3) Decide which gives personal opinion. 

              4) Answer the questions on the next page.  

   Fact/Opinion 
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Name: _____________________________________ 
 
Date: ______________________________________  
 
     Directions:   

  1) Read each story.  
  2) Decide which gives facts.   
  3) Decide which gives personal opinion. 

              4) Answer the questions on this page.  

  Fact/Opinion 

1.  Which passage gives the author’s opinion? 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
2. Which passage gives only facts? 
____________________________________________________________________________  
 
Answer the following questions.    
These are only for the passage that gives the author’s opinion: 
 
3.  What is the author’s opinion of the situation about which he talks?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What facts does the author use to help make his point?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Write at least three words or word phrases the author used to hit the readers’ 
hot buttons? 
 
 
 
  
 
6. What comparison does he make to help the audience see his point? Explain. 

Independent – To Be or Not To Be?                www.beaconlc.org ©2001                           December 2001 
Fact or Opinion? Assessment B Page 4 

 



 

Independent – To Be or Not To Be?                www.beaconlc.org ©2001                           December 2001 
Fact or Opinion? Assessment B Page 5 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

t
  

.

  Fact/Opinion 

Name: _____________________________________ 
 
Date: ______________________________________  
 
     Directions:   

  1) Read each story.  
  2) Decide which gives facts.   
  3) Decide which gives personal opinion. 

             4) Answer the questions on this page.  

  
 
ANSWER KEY 
1.  Which passage gives the author’s opinion? 

Passage #2   
2. Which passage gives only facts? 
 Passage #1 
 
Answer the following questions.    
These are only for the passage that gives the author’s opinion: 
 
3.  What is the author’s opinion of the situation he talks about?  
 
 
 
 

The cause of concern is of utmost importance; that it is not just for a single 
country, but for all mankind; success and virtue are in the contest; that the 
outcome will be felt throughout time; now is the time to take a stand.  

4. What facts does the author use to help make his point?  
 
 
 
 

That 1/8 of the inhabited world will be effected by his decision; there needs to be 
a strong union of faith and honor; the opportunity to make a difference is now at thi

 

s 
time; when you leave a scratch in something, as it grows, the wound gets bigger also

5. Copy on the lines below at least three words or word phrases the author used to 
hit the readers’ hot buttons? 
 
 
 
 

The sun never shined on a cause of greater worth; future generations will be 
affected from now until the end of time; now is the seedtime for a union of 
faith and honor; a fracture will be like engraving with the point of a pin on the 
tender rind of a young oak.  

 
6. What comparison does he make to help the audience see his point? Explain. 
 
 
 
  

He compares America to a young tender tree.  It will one day grow into a large, 
massive, strong, far reaching tree, the oak, but right now it is vulnerable to 
harm.  The harm, like a tiny scratch on the bark of a young tree, may seem 
small now, but as time goes on, it will widen and scar the final outcome. 


	Fact/Opinion

