
CAUSE AND EFFECT CHART FOR OUT OF THE DUST 
 
 
 
Create three columns on your paper.  Head the first one, ‘Event’, the second one, ‘Cause’, 
and the third one, ‘Effect’.   List 5 important events from the story.  Then decide what 
caused the event and what the effect or result was.   Be sure to include enough 
information so that the reader knows exactly what you’re talking about.  There are two 
examples listed and some suggested events.  You may wish to include others. 
 
EVENT   CAUSE   EFFECT 
 
Billie Jo’s playing  Mad Dog’s request  Billie Jo earned money. 
the piano in public 
 
Billie Jo received  Storekeeper miscounted Billie Jo had to return it 
too much change      because Ma was so honest. 
from the store 
 
 
Suggested events might include:   the clubbing of the rabbits, the kitchen fire, the injuring 
of Billie Jo’s hands, Ma’s death, the digging of the pond, Billie Jo’s running away, Pa 
going to night school, a baby born at school, the talent show, dust storms,etc 
 
 
 
CHARACTER CHART FOR OUT OF THE DUST 
 
Create one summarizing sentence that tells what impact each of these characters made on 
Billie Jo’s feeling or actions. 
 
Ma 
Pa 
Mad Dog 
Best Friend 
Teacher 
President Roosevelt 
Man on the train 
Storekeeper 
Louise 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
REVIEW Questions: 
 
To the teacher:   Print out the following questions and cut them apart.  Walk around the 
room and allow students to '‘draw"  a question to answer.  Allow other students to 
elaborate or add information.  This activity should be done prior to the summative 
assessment but after students are finished reading the novel. 
 
1. Where does this novel take place? 
 
2.  Who is the main character? 
 
3. When does this novel take place? 
 
4. Give a brief description of Billie Jo. 
 
5. What does Billie Jo’s father do for a living? 
 
6. Who is Mad Dog and how did he get his name? 
 
7. What is Billie Jo’s talent? 
 
8. At the beginning of the novel, what is the family looking forward to? 
 
9. What is the cause of the kitchen fire? 
 
10. What is growing right outside the door in the yard? 
 
11. What does Billie Jo’s Ma want Pa to create using the windmill? 
 
12. What part of Billie Jo is injured in the fire? 
 
13. Is Billie Jo a good student?  How do you know? 
 
14. What terrible thing does Pa do after the fire? 
 
15. Who is the President during this time? 
 
16. Why does Pa start building the pond? 
 
17. What does Pa decide to do to help himself in case he has to stop farming? 
 
18. Who is Louise? 
 
19. Is Louise a ‘pushy’ person?  How do you know? 
 



20. Who gets baby Franklin’s handmade clothes? 
 
21. Who invites Billie Jo to live with her? 
 
22. Where does Billie Jo go when she runs away? 
 
23. What happens in the train while she is running away? 
 
24. What unusual group shares Billie Jo’s classroom for a while? 
 
25. What is the theme of the novel?  Man VS Man, Man VS Nature or Man VS Himself 

(Could be two or all three)   Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Summative Assessment for OUT OF THE DUST done in FCAT Format 
 
 
MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS worth 1 point each: 
 
1. Billie Jo had a talent for 

A. writing 
B. playing the piano 
C. cooking 
D. singing with Mad Dog 

2. Billie Jo’s mother died 
A. by starving to death 
B. giving birth to a baby 
C. in a car wreck 
D. during a fire 

3. Where did Billie Jo’s dad meet Louise? 
A. at night school 
B. at a neighbor’s house 
C. at a funeral 
D. at Billie Jo’s school 

4. After his wife’s death, Billie Jo’s father decided to 
A. build a barn 
B. dig a well 
C. dig a pond 
D. change crops 

5. What was unusual about the way Billie Jo had to set the table? 
A. She used all paper plates. 
B. She only used spoons because they had no forks. 
C. Plates and cups were turned upside down. 
D. She didn’t have to set the table at all. 

6. What kind of trees were planted right outside the house? 
A. pear 
B. apple 
C. pecan 
D. magnolia 

7. Who was President during the novel? 
A. Roosevelt 
B. Hoover 
C. Kennedy 
D. Eisenhower 

8. What crop did Billie Jo’s dad plant? 
A. corn 
B. oats 
C. wheat 
D. rye 



SHORT ANSWER questions worth 2 points each.  Answer in whole sentences and be 
clear in what you  are saying. 
 
9.  After Billie Jo ran away, she met a man on the train.  He stole her food but left 

something for her.  What was it and how did it influence her? 
10. Billie Jo says that Louise, her dad’s new friend, knows how to …..”come into a home 

and not step on the toes of a ghost.”   (p.224)   What do you think she means?  Give 
two examples to support your answer. 

 
 
LONG ANSWER questions worth 4 points each.  Answer in whole sentences and discuss 
completely. 
 
11. Billie Jo compares her mother to tumbleweed and her father to sod (p.202) and 

herself to the wheat (p. 205).  Why do you think she chooses these items for 
comparisons?  Be specific in your answer.  Include details and examples from the 
novel. 

12. The author says that a sub-theme of this novel is ‘hope’.   How do you think that hope 
is portrayed in this novel?  Be specific and include details, examples and even quotes 
to back up your answer.  


