
Story Guideline Sheet 
 
You are going to write a short story titled SURVIVAL.  This is a story about 
you being deserted on an uninhabited island.  Your story should follow the 
following criteria: 
 
Planning: 
1. Think about what you will need to survive on this island. 
2. Think about how long you will be there before you are rescued, or 

will you never be rescued. 
3. Think about what causes you to become deserted. 
4. Think about how you will try to make the island resemble home. 
 
Writing: 
1. Plan your characters.  Your story will be first person, and the 

following cast of characters must be on the island with you: your best 
friend, your enemy, a lazy couch potato, and a vain beauty queen. 

2. Plan where the island is thought to be located. 
3. Plan what you want to have the characters do on the island.  A good 

story is always outlined first. 
 
Other: 
1. Characters may die on the island.  However, no graphic details are 

necessary to get the point across. 
2. Your first paragraph should have a strong verb lead. 
3. Your first paragraph should relate why you are with the characters 

mentioned before. 
4. Your story is a maximum of two typed pages.  Use #12 Times New 

Roman font. 
5. Your rough draft is due tomorrow.  I will quickly glance through it to 

look for obvious mistakes and to offer suggestions for improvement. 
6. You must have dialogue in your story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Story Jacket Guideline 
SURVIAL Story 

 
Today you are going to create a story jacket for your short 
story.  Your jacket is checked for completeness and color.  
Don’t worry if you aren’t an artist!  Share the class 
materials, and help each other out! 
 
• Fold the large sheet of construction paper in half so that 

it resembles a book. 
• The front of the story jacket must contain the following 

items: title, author’s name, and an illustration.  The entire 
space should be covered.  Think about your favorite 
scene from your story before you start this.   

• Use pencil first to outline your design. 
• Use markers and crayons to fill in the color. 
 
 The back of the jacket should contain the following 

information: a sketch of yourself, a paragraph about 
yourself, and a critic quote. 

 The paragraph should be limited to 4 to 7 sentences, and 
the information contained within it should be about 
you—your hobbies, your family, your awards, etc. 

 The critic quote must be something VERY positive about 
your story.  Assume I loved the story, and make up 
something I said to a short story publisher about it. 

 
 
Be proud of what you have done!  You are a published 

writer. 
 



 
 
 


