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WATER 
SYSTEM 

 (example of 
impacts only) 

Agricultural 
Process Packaging

Manufacturing 
Process 

Petroleum run off on 
highways from transport 
trucks, barges, or ships 
drains into waterways and 
the ocean.   

Use 

Discard/ 
Recycling

Transport

Raw 
Materials

If pickle is eaten, human waste 
will be created and transported 

to a waste water treatment 
plant.  Treated water is 

released into the environment. 

Label’s manufacturer can 
create waste water that 
goes to a treatment 
facility. 

Farm Equipment—oil 
and gasoline run off. 

Jar’s manufacture 
creates waste 
water that goes to 
a treatment facility.

Lid’s manufacture 
creates waste 
water that goes to 
a treatment facility.

If the packaging is 
recycled, then water 

systems will be 
affected by the 

recycling plant’s run 
off and waste water. 

Pesticides, Herbicides, 
or Fertilizers run off. 

Irrigation uses water 
and creates run off. 

Glass (for 
jar) is made 
from sand 
which 
affects water 
resources. 

Metal (for lid) is 
made from steel 
which is mined.  
Mining causes 
metals and soil run 
off into streams.

Trees (for label) are 
harvested.  Trees and 
vegetation hold soil in 
place.  Soil can run off 
into streams and rivers 
when trees are 
harvested without proper 
care.  Paper mills create 
waste water from their 
processing.

Ink 

Soy-based creates 
agricultural run off 
from the soybeans, 
such as pesticides or 
fertilizers. 

Soy-based creates 
agricultural run off 
from soybeans 
such as pesticides 
or fertilizers. 

Water use for jar sterilization, 
water in pickle ingredients, and 
waste water from factory. 

If the pickle or its 
packaging is 

discarded in a 
landfill, run off from 
the landfill will affect 
the water system. 


