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Foreshadowing in “The Landlady” 
 

Complete the following chart with information from the short story. List the example in 
the first column and what event it foreshadows in the second column.  Find at least five 
examples.   
 

Example of Foreshadowing What is Being Foreshadowed 
 

“And now a queer thing happened to 
him.  He was in the act of stepping back      
and turning away from the window              
when all at once his eye was caught             
and held in the most peculiar manner 
by the small notice that was there.” 
 
“…and we don’t want to go breaking           
any laws at this stage in the proceedings,       
do we?”                                                          
 
 
“His landlady wasn’t there, but the fire          
was glowing in the hearth, and the little       
daschund was still sleeping soundly in         
front of it.”                                                     
 
 
“Now and again, he caught a whiff of           
a peculiar smell that seemed to emanate        
directly from her person…he wasn’t             
quite sure what it reminded him of?               
Pickled walnuts?  New leather?  Or was 
it the corridors of a hospital? 
 
“The tea tasted faintly of bitter almonds,      
 and he didn’t much care for it.”                    

The words “queer” and “peculiar” indicate 
that something is happening beyond Billy’s 
control.  The use of these words suggest he 
should be on the alert. 
 
 
 
The stress on “this stage” suggests that she 
will probably want to break a law later in 
the story. 
  
 
Because it is unusual that the dog is still 
sleeping soundly, this hints at the fact that 
something is not normal with the dog.  In 
fact he ends up being dead and stuffed.   
 
 
Maybe the lady has something to do with  
hospitals; she might pickle or preserve 
things.  This foreshadows the fact that she 
has stuffed her parrot and dog. 
 
 
 
The tea has been poisoned, and Billy will 
be the landlady's next victim. 

 
 
 
 


