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SCORING RUBRIC FOR WRITING ESSAYS 
 
NAME____________________________________________ 
 
 
UNSCORABLE ___ not related to the prompt 
   ___a copy of published work 
   ___student refused to write or has insufficient amount of writing 
   ___response is illegible or incomprehensible 
 
1.0 POINT  ___minimally addresses the topic 
   ___little developments of supporting ideas 
   ___no organizational pattern 
   ___lists and/or immature word choice 
   ___frequent errors in conventions 
 
2 POINTS  ___slightly related to the topic 
   ___few supporting details 
   ___little evidence of organizational pattern 
   ___inadequate development of supporting ideas 
   ___limited word choice 
   ___frequent errors in basic conventions 
   ___commonly used words frequently misspelled 
   ___simply constructed sentence structure 
 
3 POINTS  ___generally focused on the topic 
   ___logical organizational pattern attempted (intro, body,                                
         conclusion & some transitional words) 
   ___supporting ideas not developed with specifics 
   ___lacks a sense of completeness (conclusion) 
   ___limited word choice 
   ___knowledge of conventions 
   ___commonly used words are spelled correctly 
   ___attempt to use a variety of sentence structures 
 
4 POINTS  ___generally focused on the topic 
   ___organizational pattern is evident 
   ___sense of completeness 
   ___supporting ideas may contain some specifics 
   ___adequate word choice 
   ___knowledge of conventions 
   ___attempt to use a variety of sentence structures 
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5 POINTS  ___writing is focused on topic 
   ___organizational pattern shows progression of ideas 
   ___sense of completeness 
   ___supporting details is ample 
   ___more mature command of language/word choice 
   ___variation in sentence structure 
   ___follows good use of conventions 
 
6 POINTS  ___writing is focused and purposeful and reflects insight into  
          writing situation 
   ___organizational pattern shows logical progression of ideas 
   ___sense of completeness with adherence to main idea 
   ___supporting details are specific, relevant, concrete, and/or  
         illustrative 
   ___shows commitment to and involvement with subject, and  
                                           shows use of creative writing strategies (voice) appropriate to  
                                           purpose of  the paper 
   ___mature command of language/word choice with freshness of 
                                          expression 
   ___sentence structure is varied and complete  
   ___few, if any convention errors 
 


