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                                                      Multiple Choice  Pre Test 
 
___1. The Kansas-Nebraska Act overruled the: (A) Compromise of 1850  (B) Missouri 
Compromise  (C) Dred Scott Decision  (D) Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo 
 
___2. The territory that became the battle ground over the issue of slavery  in the 1850’s 
was: (A) Nebraska   (B) Minnesota  (C) Kansas  (D) Missouri 
 
___3. The novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin was written by:  (A) Stephen Douglas  (B) Harriet 
Beecher Stowe   (C) Emily Dickinson  (D) Harriet Tubman 
 
___4. All of the following were candidates in the election of 1860 EXCEPT: 
(A) Abraham Lincoln   (B) Stephen Douglas  (C) John Bell  (D) Henry Ward Beecher 
 
___5. The Chief Justice of the  Supreme Court who handed down the ruling in the Dred 
Scott case was:   (A) Roger B. Taney  (B) John Jay  (C) John Marshall  (D) William H. 
Rehnquist 
 
___6. The attack at Harper’s Ferry took place in the present state of : (A) North Carolina 
(B) Virginia  (C) West Virginia  (D) Ohio 
  
___7. The political party that was organized in 1854 was: (A) the Democratic Party   
(B) the Whig Party  (C) the Free Soil Party  (D) the Republican Party 
 
8. State one conclusion reached by the Supreme Court in the Dred Scott case? 
 
9. What is the meaning of popular sovereignty? 
 
10. Describe three events that resulted in tension between the North and South during the 
1850’s? 
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Answer Key 
1. b  2. c  3. b  4. d   5. c  6. a  7. c.   
8. Dred Scott was not a citizen and could not sue or be sued in the federal courts. 
    Dred Scott stay in free territory had no impact on the case. 
    The Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional.   
 9. Popular sovereignty was the policy of allowing the voters in a territory to decide 
whether o nor to allow slavery. 
10. A sample answer may look like the following: 
     There were several events that caused tension between the North and South.  The book 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin led to a feeling of distrust by many Southerners.  They felt the South 
and the institution of slavery had been portrayed in a negative manner.  The Dred Scott 
case was applauded by the South since territories could decide whether or not to ban 
slavery.  The North did not approve of the court decision since slavery could expand to 
new territories.  Finally, John Brown’s raid was viewed by Southerners as an individual 
who called for the rebellion of slaves.  In addition, the fact that Brown was held as a hero 
by Northerners helped to enrage Southerners. 
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    Multiple Choice  Post Test 
 
 
___1. The Kansas-Nebraska Act overruled the: (A) Compromise of 1850  (B) Missouri 
Compromise  (C) Dred Scott Decision  (D) Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo 
 
___2. The territory that became the battle ground over the issue of slavery  in the 1850’s 
was: (A) Nebraska   (B) Minnesota  (C) Kansas  (D) Missouri 
 
___3. The novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin was written by:  (A) Stephen Douglas  (B) Harriet 
Beecher Stowe   (C) Emily Dickinson  (D) Harriet Tubman 
 
___4. All of the following were candidates in the election of 1860 EXCEPT: 
(A) Abraham Lincoln   (B) Stephen Douglas  (C) John Bell  (D) Henry Ward Beecher 
 
___5. The Chief Justice of the  Supreme Court who handed down the ruling in the Dred 
Scott case was:   (A) Roger B. Taney  (B) John Jay  (C) John Marshall  (D) William H. 
Rehnquist 
 
___6. The attack at Harper’s Ferry took place in the present state of : (A) North Carolina 
(B) Virginia  (C) West Virginia  (D) Ohio 
 
___7. The political party that was organized in 1854 was: (A) the Democratic Party   
(B) the Whig Party  (C) the Free Soil Party  (D) the Republican Party 
 
8. State one conclusion reached by the Supreme Court in the Dred Scott case? 
 
9. What is the meaning of popular sovereignty? 
 
10. Describe three events that resulted in tension between the North and South during the 
1850’s? 
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Answer Key 
1. b  2. c  3. b  4. d   5. c  6. a  7. c.   
8. Dred Scott was not a citizen and could not sue or be sued in the federal courts. 
    Dred Scott stay in free territory had no impact on the case. 
    The Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional.   
 9. Popular sovereignty was the policy of allowing the voters in a territory to decide 
whether o nor to allow slavery. 
10. A sample answer may look like the following: 
     There were several events that caused tension between the North and South.  The book 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin led to a feeling of distrust by many Southerners.  They felt the South 
and the institution of slavery had been portrayed in a negative manner.  The Dred Scott 
case was applauded by the South since territories could decide whether or not to ban 
slavery.  The North did not approve of the court decision since slavery could expand to 
new territories.  Finally, John Brown’s raid was viewed by Southerners as an individual 
who called for the rebellion of slaves.  In addition, the fact that Brown was held as a hero 
by Northerners helped to enrage Southerners. 
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