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Main Idea Teacher Introduction  
 

The main idea of a paragraph is what the whole paragraph  
is about. 

 
Decide which answer best tells the main idea of the 

paragraph 

 
Have you ever had a piece of shoo-fly pie?  No, it is not 

made of flies.  Long ago, after baking, a pie was put in the 
window to cool.  Flies would smell the pie and would zoom 
over.  Somebody had to stand by the window and shoo the 
flies away all day. 

A. how shoo-fly pie got its name                 
B. a good name for pies with flies 
C. why flies like shoo-fly pie 
The answer is letter A.  Explain why this best tells the 
main idea of the paragraph. 
 
 Two hundred years ago, your mother might have said: 
Go rub your teeth.  Teeth were cleaned with chalk and a 
rag.  Have you ever tasted chalk?  Yuk!!  Chalk didn’t do 
much good, either.  It made teeth white, but it didn’t get 
them clean. 
A.  how to clean your teeth 
B.  how chalk tastes 
C.  cleaning teeth long ago  
Explain which one best tells the main idea of the 
paragraph. 
 
Answer:  cleaning teeth long ago 
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Name _________________________________________________ 
Date __________________________________________________ 
 

Main Idea Student Worksheet 
Decide which answer best tells the main idea of each paragraph. Circle your 
answer.  Write the letter under your answer in the corresponding number at the 
bottom of the other side of this page to answer the riddle.  

 
1. The next time you sneeze, try not to close your eyes.  No one has been able to 

do it.  Do you know how fast that sneeze travels?  About 100 miles per hour.  You 
never knew your nose had so much power, did you? 

a.. where a sneeze travels b. facts about sneezes  c. facts about noses 
  C    M    L 
 

2 . On wash day, Andy’s mother found a pack of gum in his shirt pocket.  But 
only after she pulled it out of the dryer.  All the clothes were ruined.  At night, Andy 
sticks his old gum under his bed.  One day, the cat went to sleep under there.  They 
had to call a vet to come over and cut off all the cat’s fur.  The cat had to wear a 
sweater after that. 

a. bad uses for gum b. where cats take a nap c. ruining clothes in the dryer 
 O   S     P 
 
3. One rainy day I decided to make popcorn balls.  I put peanut butter in the pan 

instead of butter.  That way, the popcorn would stick together.  The popcorn popped – 
and it did stick.  All over the ceiling, the floor and the refrigerator.  On the next rainy 
day, I’m going to make toast.  And that’s all. 

a. making balls b. a nothing-to-do-day  c. a rainy day mess 
 A         D      O 
 
4. Do you see flashing lights over there?  Those are fireflies.  They really light up 

a dark sky.  Try to catch some in a jar.  Their light is so bright you could read this 
page by them. 

a. firefly facts  b. reading pages  c. catching fireflies 
 Y   J    N 

 
Charlie is learning to play a trombone, and Derek is taking tuba lessons.  Mr. 

Jones is pleased that the boys are interested in music, but the noise is driving him 
crazy.  Mr. Jones has sent the boys to the park to practice.  He’s not sure what he will 
do during the winter months. 

a. an unusual instrument b. the park  c. noisy boys 
       G           K    O 
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6. There are hundreds of different kinds of ice cream.  Rooty-Tooty is my 

favorite.  This ice cream tastes good with everything: bananas, peas, hamburgers, 
toast and tomatoes too.  Tonight I’m having Rooty-Tooty in a pan and pour it over the 
turkey.  Best gravy in the whole world. 

a. peas for dinner b. turkey and gravy c. go-with-everything ice cream 
 P   S    R 
 
7. How would you like to have a flea circus?  First of all, catch a bunch of fleas.  

Then make a little stage for the flea act.  Fleas really can do tricks.  They’ll jump 
through hoops or even pull a tiny paper wagon around. 

a. fleas jump through hoops b. putting on a flea circus   c. catching fleas 
       U       K    W 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Riddle: 
Where do cows go on vacation? 
 
___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___  ___ 
  1      2     3          4      5      6      7 
 
            


