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                            Name ________________ 
        Period _______ 

 
Stock Market 
     Game 

 
Objective:  This activity sheet will give the student a better understanding of the 
American Stock Exchange, the risk involved in playing the stock market, and the 
success or failure of their choices.  In 1929 the American people lost 30 billion 
dollars by speculating and buying on margin.  This game will teach the students 
what they did or did not feel like. 
 
Rules:  You must pick a stock from the _______________ newspaper. (This means 
that your parents or guardians do not help you pick the stock.)   Your stock must be 
located on the NSYE, New York Stock Exchange.  You will borrow $1,000.00 
from a stock lender and buy the stock “on margin.”   Buy as many shares as 
possible.  Each day you will trace the stock and record its earnings or losses.  At 
the end of two weeks, your lender will call in the loan. 
 
 
Name of Stock Purchased _____________________________________ 
Ticker Symbol for Stock _______________________ 
Price Paid per Share ___________     Number of Shares Bought ______________ 
 
Tracking the Stock: 
 
Date                                Closing Price                          + or – For the Day 
 
____________                ______________                   ________________ 
____________                ______________                   ________________ 
____________                ______________                   ________________ 
____________                ______________                   ________________ 
____________                ______________                   ________________ 
____________                ______________                   ________________ 
____________                ______________                   ________________ 
____________                ______________                   ________________ 
____________                ______________                   ________________ 
____________                ______________                   ________________ 
____________                ______________                   ________________ 
 
Key:  ½ =$.50   ¼ =$.25   1/8=$.125   1/16=$.0625   1/32=$.03125 
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Money Lender:  Eriksson’s Stocks and Bonds 
Interest Rate:  15.00% 
Down Payment:  $100.00 
Collateral: Car and Home 
Lender Fee on Call Money:  $25.00   
 
 
Questions:  Answer these questions as completely as possible.   
 
1.  Compared to the purchase price, how much money did you earn or lose  
     on your $1000.00 investment: Deduct the “Call Money” fee and interest paid to 
     lender. (+ or -) 
 
 
 
2.  What was highest closing price for the two-week period? 
 
 
 
3.  What would your profit or loss have been if you had sold the stock on     
     the best day? 
 
 
 
4.  How much money did you make or lose investing in the stock market?   (Don’t  
     forget your deductions.)   
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American History Notes                           Name ______________________ 
The Stock Market and the 
Great Depression. 
 
Why Didn’t the Federal Government Try to Stop The Stock Market 
Crash? 
A. The election of 1928 was won by Herbert Hoover. 

1. He campaigned that he was the Secretary of Commerce during the years  
of prosperity for Presidents Coolidge and Harding. 

2. He won 444 electoral votes to Smith’s 87. 
 
B.  “Do Nothing Approach” was the administration’s view toward the economy. 

1. Economic depressions were part of the normal business cycle. 
2. Periods of rapid economic growth were followed by periods of  

Economic depression. 
3. Do nothing during this period and the economy would fix itself. 

 
C. Secretary of the Treasury Andrew Mellon was a strong advocate of the 
     “Do Nothing Approach.” 

1. He was President Hoover’s economic adviser. 
2. Mellon advised Hoover to “let the slump liquidate (end) itself. 
                   Liquidate labor, liquidate stocks, liquidate the farmers, 
                   liquidate real estate…It will purge the rottenness out of 
                   the system.” 

 
D.  President Hoover’s beliefs: 

1. Took the position that the economy should be allowed 
                to function with very little government intervention. 

2. The key to his view was to limit the role of the government. 
3. Prevent the government from taking too much power. 
4. The government’s chief function was to foster cooperation  

between competing groups. 
5. The government would mediate between the two interests but 

never force them to come up with a solution. 
6. The government would never directly affect or create economic 

Policy. 
 
 
 
    


