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The Secrets Photos Keep 
 
 
 

DAY ONE 
 

 
Today you will study photos of famous families and search for hidden clues in those 

snapshots.  Sometimes your own family photos that may be in an old shoebox in the back 
of a closet may reveal more than legendary fashion sense.  Photos can often be a 
powerful tool in helping us unearth critical truths that we never realized before. When 
people look at photos in depth, intense memories often start spilling out.  Sometimes 
those memories are overwhelming and change the way we see the past. 

 
Select five old family photos that appeal to you and bring them to class tomorrow.  

(Spontaneous shots yield richer material than posed photos.) 
 

DAY TWO 
 
 

 LA.B.1.4.1 The student selects and uses appropriate pre-writing strategies. 
 
           VA.B.1.4.2  The student understands that works of art can communicate an idea 
and elicit a variety of responses. 
 

 
Choose one of the photos that you selected.    Respond to the following questions. 

You will use the answers to these questions and other revelations to help you provide 
supporting details for the essay assignment on the next page of this handout. 
 
(1) What do you feel when you look at the photo?  Curiosity?  Joy?  Sadness because 

someone in the picture is no longer alive?  Note the feelings that arise. 
 
 
(2) Consider who’s taking the picture.  What is the interaction between this person and 

the subjects?  Who is making eye contact with the camera clicker?  Is the 
photographer trying to structure what’s going on?  (You can’t structure intimacy.  The 
photographer can’t make you look comfortable being together if you feel awkward.) 

 
 
(3) Search for nonverbal cues: Who is touching whom, and how?  Is someone 

comfortably reciprocating a hug?  Who is gazing at whom?  What do you imagine 
their eyes saying? 
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(4) Pay special attention to the space between certain people.  Do they look comfortable 
being close?  If they could shift, where would they go? 

 
 
(5) Who is positioned in the center- the place of honor? 
 
 
 
 
(6) Imagine what the people in the photo might say to each other.  What would you ask a 

person who has died? (Having a photo to stimulate your imagination will help you 
formulate your most important questions.) 

 
 
 
 
(7) Ask people in the picture what they remember about that day.  (You’ll be less likely 

to project things into the photo that may not be there.) 
 
 
 

 
WRITING ASSIGNMENT 

 
LA.B.1.4.2 The student drafts and revises writing that is focused, purposeful, and reflects 
insight into the writing situation; has an organizational pattern that provides for a 
logical progression of ideas; and has effective use of transitional devices. 
 
VA.B.1.4.2  The student understands that works of art can communicate an idea and elicit 
a variety of responses. 
 

 
 

Write an essay on how photos can be a powerful tool in helping you learn about 
the past and unearth critical truths that you never realized, using your answers to the 
questions about the family photo as supporting details.  

Your essay will be evaluated by using the following criteria developed by the 
Florida Writing Assessment Program. 
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 Florida Writes! 

Scoring Rubric 

 Florida Writes! Scoring Rubric  

6  

* focused writing 
* complete sentences 

* logical organization (beginning, middle, end) 
* precise word choices 

* correct grammar  

5  

* as per "6" except not exactly following the criteria 
* less precise word choices 

* less organization 
* some fragmented sentences 

* less focus  

4  

* generally focused but with extra information 
* adequate word choice  

* mostly simple sentences 
* some supporting details  

3  

* lacks completeness 
* supporting details not clear 

* somewhat focused 
* punctuation and capitalization correctly used  

2  

* poor organization 
* few details 

* some focus with few supporting details 
* mostly simple sentences 

* not a complete paragraph  

1  
* frequent errors in capitalization, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure 

* poor focus on topic 
* few details  

0  
* unscorable due to illegible handwriting 

* refusal to write 
* no response  

 


