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Question of the Day Samples 
 
1. Explain what you think will happen next in the book. 
 
2. Which character would you like to have as a best friend?  Explain why. 
 
3. What message is the author trying to give you based on things that happen to the main characters? 
 
4. Explain how this novel is similar to another novel you have read. 
 

 

Sample Format for Replying to Letter 

Dear ____________________, 

I have just finished reading your Lit. Log for the novel _____________________ by __________________.  I thought, from reading 

your summary and QOD, that the book sounds ________________________ because ____________________________________, 

_______________________________________________, __________________________________________. 

I think you would enjoy the novel ____________________ because it __________________________, _____________________, 

and _________________________________________.   
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Literature Log Rubric 

 
 Commendable Acceptable Needs Improvement 
 

Paragraph one 
Includes underlined title, 
author and current page 

number. 
 

 
You have included the title, 
author and current page 
number. 

 
You have neglected to include 
at least one of the three criteria 
or have forgotten to underline 
your title. 
 

 
You have neglected to do this 
particular paragraph.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Paragraph two 
Summary 

 
You have included a summary 
that is brief, but informative.  
You have explained major 
events (the main ideas) in the 
book which have already 
occurred and you have 
mentioned the main characters 
and how they are involved with 
the events.   

 
You have a summary that is 
brief, but not very informative.  
You may have explained the 
major events and characters, 
but have left out important 
items that would help the 
reader in understanding the 
novel.  You have tried to be a 
little too brief, and the reader is 
unclear in some areas about the 
novel.  You may have included 
the character names and events 
and perhaps one or two pieces 
of additional information, but 
not much more than that. 
 

 
You have a summary that is 
much too brief.  The reader is 
unclear about characters and 
their place in the major events.  
While the reader may have a 
basic understanding of 
character names and the places 
they take place, you didn’t 
include any additional facts 
which would aid the reader’s 
understanding of the novel. 

 
 
 
 

Paragraph three 
Question of the Day 

 
Your response to the QOD is 
informative and engaging.  
You may have: 
Shown understanding of the 
novel (main idea, character 
names and events). 
Associated the fictional actions 
to real world events.   
Indicated the relationship 
between this book and another. 
Made a complex prediction 
about the novel. 

 
Your response to the QOD is 
informative; however, it seems 
as though you didn’t spend 
enough time reflecting on the 
question.  You may understand 
the character names, etc., but 
you didn’t elaborate.  You 
should have spent more time 
considering your answer and 
created more than a yes/no 
response. 
 

 
Your response to the QOD is 
skimpy.  You attempted to 
answer the question in one 
sentence and that is not enough 
for the reader to assess your 
comprehension. 
 

 
 

Grammar 

 
Awesome!  The reader may 
have seen one or two grammar 
or spelling errors, but they did 
not detract from the 
understanding of the lit. log. 
 

 
Good.  You have 3-6 spelling 
or grammar errors.  Next time, 
proofread! 

 
Poor.  You have 7-or more 
errors.  Remember—spelling 
and grammar always count! 

 


