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Checklist for Evaluating WS, MS, CU sequence 
 
 
 

Yes No Criteria Comments 
  

Contains steady, properly composed Wide Shot 
 

  
Contains steady, properly composed Medium Shot 

 

  
Contains steady properly composed Close-up 

 

  
Proper change of angle between each shot 

 

  
Sequence conveys one main idea 

 

  
Black at the start and end of each sequence 

 

  
Student can explain the reason that each shot was chosen 

 

 



What is  the  Language of Television? © 2002 www.BeaconLC.org Dev.  8/6/02 
 2 

Basic Shots Used In Television 
 

Shot Name Description Illustration Use & Purpose 

Wide Shot 
(WS) 

A shot that is very wide 
or far away from the 
subject.   Examples: 
All of a person’s body, 
The outside of a building, 
A city street, an entire 
classroom 

 

Used to set the scene; to show 
location; to give the viewer and 
idea of where and when the scene 
is taking place 

Medium 
Shot (MS) 

A shot that is mid-way 
between a wide shot and 
a close-up.  Examples: A 
person from the waist up. 
Showing 2 people in an 
interview situation (2 
shot) In a kitchen – 
showing 2 people at a 
table 

 

This shot is used to give some 
idea of where and when the scene 
is taking place, but also can show 
some emotion and more detail 
than a wide shot.  This is the most 
commonly used shot in television.

Close-Up (CU) 

A tight shot.  Examples: 
A person from the 
shoulders up, A clock 
filling the frame, seeing 
the note a person is 
writing, watching a hand 
pick up the telephone. 

 

 

This shot is used to show emotion 
and or details. 

 
 
- Shots can only be joined together if there is angle change of at least 45 

degrees and no more than 180 degrees.   
 
- Shots that are joined together should also change in focal length. Simply put, 

a Wide Shot does not follow a Wide Shot, or, usually, a Close-up.  A proper 
order would be: WS, MS, CU, or CU, MS, WS, or WS, MS, WS, MS, CU, 
MS.  You should not have 2 wide shots together, nor 2 close-ups together.   

 
- Sequences should have black before and after, rather than video noise.  All 

shots should be filmed using a tripod. (If unavailable review appropriate 
techniques for steady video). 


