
                          Ingredients for a story 
 
 
 
The first ingredient for a story is the characters.  The people or 
the animals in a story are the characters.  The characters in a 
story may be like the kinds of people and animals that you see 
everyday.  Characters may also be something that is 
imaginary. 
 
Some examples of characters are: 
 
Goldilocks, from the Three Bears,  Fudge, from Tales of a 
Fourth Grade Nothing, and The Herdman children, from The 
Best School Year Ever. 
 
 
The second ingredient for a story is the setting.  The setting is 
where and when a story takes place.  A story's setting could be 
a kingdom in a far away land many years ago or a faraway 
galaxy in the year 2025. 
 
Some examples of story settings are: 
 
The farm in Charlotte's Web,  The town of Walnut Grove 
from the Little House on the Prairie books, and the years or 
time period that a story takes place, such as, the 1950's. 
 
 
The third ingredient for a story is the plot.  The plot is the 
series of events that takes place in a story.  The plot tells what 
happens in a story.  Many times a character has a problem.  



The character may have to find a solution to the problem or 
conflict.  In most stories the characters find a way to solve the 
conflict by the end of a story. 
 
An example of a story plot is: 
 
In the book Charlotte's Web,  Charlotte tries to find a way to 
save Wilbur's life.  Charlotte is successful in saving Wilbur by 
weaving messages into her web. 
 
 
 
Samples of characters, settings, and plots to use on the index 
cards: 
 
Characters: 
 
Henry and Ramona 
 
Peter Pan 
 
Pinocchio 
 
Curious George 
 
Little Red Riding Hood 
 
Cinderella 
 
Wilbur the pig 
 
Dorothy and Toto 
 
 
Settings: 



 
A wilderness in Alaska 
 
Modern day New York  
 
A small town in the 1800's 
 
A far away planet  
 
In the woods 
 
Plots: 

 
 
A child is lost in the woods and saved by a wolf. 
 
A young boy discovers a lost treasure at the beach.   
 
A frog becomes a prince. 
 
A woman tries to find the answers to her past. 
 
Three brothers must find their way home from the wilderness. 
 
A young girl is rescued by a fireman from a burning building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ingredients for a Story Worksheet: 



 
Directions:  Choose a short story to read, and then fill out the 
following questions. 
 
 
1.  What was the title of the story you read? 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
 
2.  Who were the characters in the story? 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
 
3.  What was the setting of the story  (where and when did it 
take place)? 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
4.  What was the plot of the story (what happened in the story, 
what problem was solved)? 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 


