
Special Delivery 
 

Purpose:  To determine the travel time between different planets. 
 
Imagine that you work for the Solar Systems Delivery Service.  You need to determine the time necessary to make 
certain deliveries and return to Earth.  The planets are not lined up in a straight line in their orbits around the sun.  
You must always return to Earth for refueling between planets.  Using the Planetary fact sheet and spaceship speed 
of 40,000 MPH, answer the following questions. 
 
1. Deliver communication systems to Mercury and Jupiter. 
 
 
 
 
 

Travel Time:  ________________ 
 

2. Deliver pizza to Venus and Mars. 
 
 
 
 
 

Travel Time:  ________________ 
 

3. You travel to one outer and one inner planet and back home again.  Your journey takes you about 7 years, 
8 months.  To which planets did you travel? 

 
 
 
 
 

Travel Time:  ________________ 
 

4. Starting at Neptune, you travel home to Earth and then deliver letters to Mars.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Travel Time:  ________________ 
5. Design a “Mystery” trip to two of the planets.  Remember to always stop at the Earth between planets.  

How long would your mystery trip take? 
 
 
 
 
 

Travel Time:  ________________ 



Name:  ______________________________ Date:  ____________  Period:  ___________ 
 

Extra Terrestrial Excursions 
 

Purpose:  To gain an understanding of how vast interstellar space actually is. 
 
The great distances in space are sometimes difficult to comprehend.  If we look at the time it would take to travel 
to the moon and the planets by walking, by car, or by jet plane, we can begin to understand what a great 
undertaking interplanetary travel would be. 
 
On the following table, determine how long it would take a jet air plane to travel to each of the planets if the 
airplane travels at 1436 km / hr.  With today’s technology, the fastest a spacecraft can travel is 40,000 Km/hr.  
Determine how many years and months it would take a space traveler to reach each of the planets. 
 

Hours
(to nearest hour)

Days
(to nearest day)

Months
(to nearest month)

Years     
Years     |   Months

Arrival Age  
Years    |    Months

Years
 At

40,000 MPH

Moon

Mercury

Venus 

Mars

Jupiter

Saturn

Uranus

Neptune

Pluto

 
 
 
 
 
 



 


