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Figuring Out Frost Checklist 
 

Column Expectation Teacher’s Comments 
 

1 
 
The prompts to identify relevant details listed in the 
first column are completed citing correct passages from 
“The Runaway”. 
                                                                 

 

 
2 

 
The method of development is correctly identified in 
the heading and the student’s analysis of the symbolism 
in the poem is logical and supported by the literal 
meaning of the poem. 
                                                                 

 

 
3 

 
The student explains the connection between the text 
and his/her personal experiences by listing events that 
correctly illustrate what is described in the poem. 
                                                                 

 

 
4 

 
The student identifies the effectiveness of Frost’s use of 
symbolism in the poem to elicit an emotional response in 
the reader and gives at least one reason to support each 
of their opinions. 
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Figuring Out Frost Charted Response  

Relevant Details 
(Literal Meaning) 

Method of Development 
(______________) 

 
Personal Experiences 

 
Evaluation of Effectiveness 

 
1.Some people passing a ______ 
  ________________________  
  notice  a ________________. 
 
2.As the colt runs, the people  
  hear ____________________ 
  which is the sound of _______  
  _______________________. 
   
3.The people think the colt is  
  afraid of the______________ 
  and isn’t ________________. 
   
4.They speculate that the colt   
   is so afraid that he won’t  
   even believe his ________ 
  because _________________ 
  _______________________. 
 
5. The people wonder where the 
   colt’s ________________ is 
   because he ______________ 
   _______________________. 
 
6. The colt’s whited eyes and  
   tail standing up indicate ____ 
   _______________________. 
 
7. Whoever owns the colt should 
   _______________________. 
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Figuring Out Frost Charted Response Key 

Relevant Details 
(Literal Meaning) 

Method of Development 
(Symbolism) 

 
Personal Experiences 

 
Evaluation of Effectiveness 

 
1.Some people passing a _____  
  _MOUNTAIN PASTURE____ 
  notice  a _COLT_. 
 
2.As the colt runs, the people  
  hear _MINIATURE THUNDER 
  which is the sound of _THE  
  _COLT’S HOOVES ON THE    
  GROUND. 
 
3.The people think the colt is  
  afraid of the___SNOW____ 
  and isn’t _WINTER BROKEN_. 
 
 4.They speculate that the colt   
   is so afraid that he won’t  
   even believe his _MOTHER_ 
   because _SHE DOESN’T   
   KNOW ABOUT IT. 
 
5. The people wonder where the 
   colt’s ____OWNER____ is 
   because he _SHOULD NOT   
   BE OUT ALONE. 
 
6. The colt’s whited eyes and  
   tail standing up indicate _HE_ 
   _IS AFRAID_. 
 
7. Whoever owns the colt should 
   _COME GET HIM. 

Responses are suggestions. 
1. The colt represents a 
teenager, and the pasture is his 
life situation or world. 
 
2. The “thunder” is the loud 
bravado and extreme reaction 
with which teenagers often 
respond to their circumstances. 
 
3. The snow represents a 
change in the teen’s life 
situation. Not being “winter 
broken” shows that the teen has 
no experience or ability to cope 
with the change. 
 
4. Teenagers doubt the advice 
or lessons of their parents 
because they think parents can’t 
relate to their situations. 
 
5. Society expects a teen in 
crisis (criminally, emotionally, 
etc.) to be supervised by a 
responsible adult. 
 
6. Facing the changes and 
challenges of life can be very 
frightening for teenagers. 
 
7. Adults have an obligation to 
care for and protect teens. 

Responses should relate a 
personal experience that 
correctly illustrates the symbolic 
interpretation. 
1. I am a fifteen-year-old girl 
living with my mom and two younger 
bothers.  
2. When my mom sets my curfew at 
11:00 on the weekends, I get very 
angry and pitch a fit.  My friends 
can stay out until midnight. 
3. When my parents split up last 
year, my life really changed. Now 
my mom holds me too close, and I 
really don’t know why. I’m not going 
to do anything to get into trouble.  
4. My boyfriend broke up with me 
last month. My mom says I’m too 
young for a “serious relationship” 
and I shouldn’t be upset. She just 
doesn’t understand. 
5. When my parents first got 
divorced, I was very angry and 
depressed.  My school counselor 
told my mom I needed to see a 
therapist. It was good to have 
another person take an interest in 
my well-being. 
6. Thinking about graduating from 
school, going to college, and getting 
a job terrifies me.  I worry I may 
not be able to be successful. 
7. My mom controls me. She doesn’t 
let me wear what I want or listen 
to the music I want. 

Responses should identify the 
feeling the poem elicits and tell 
if the reader thinks Frost’s 
imagery is effective and why. 
1. I like Frost’s use of a pasture to 
depict my life—I am fenced in by all the 
restrictions on what I can and can’t do. 
It makes me feel trapped. 
2. Yeah, I guess I look a little wild and 
don’t have much direction in my 
arguments. Frost shows with the colt’s 
actions what teenagers feel when they 
are frustrated. 
3. This is a good image to describe life 
changes for teens who must deal with so 
many new experiences-drugs, sex, jobs. 
It is like a whole new season, and we 
have to learn how to weather the 
changes-exciting but scary. 
4. I think this image could be more 
developed.  Frost could show the colt 
looking to be taken care of but the 
mother leaving the colt behind. It’s sad. 
5. Having the people in the poem show 
concern for the colt is comforting, but 
Frost leaves the moment hanging. Do 
they do anything about it?   
6. This is an excellent image to describe 
the uncontrollable fear that takes hold 
when I think of my future. Just like the 
colt’s wild running around, my anxiety 
can be overwhelming at times. 
7. I think that the people talking show 
the control adults think they should have 
over teens. I really have mixed feelings 
because I think teens should be 
becoming more independent.  It’s scary 
making choices and living with the 
results, but that’s growing up.  
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