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                   Group Data Table:  
How Unique Are You?                                                                
                       1                                        2                               3                     
4                                     5 
                  Traits                         Number of                                 
Number of       
Dominant       Recessive           Students                
Percentage                   Students                  Percentage 
                                                     Demonstrating    
Demonstrating        Demonstrating         
Demonstrating 
                                                         “D” Trait               “D” 
Trait                    “R” Trait                   “R” Trait 
 
 
Tongue-             Non-roller % % 
 roller 
 
Dark hair         Light hair % % 
 
Free ear             Attached 
  lobes                   ear lobes % % 
 
 Right-                   Left- 
handed               handed % % 
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Widow’s            Straight 
   Peak                  hairline % % 
         
 
 
 
 
 

Individual Questions 
Name: 
            Please answer questions in whole 
sentences: 

1. Describe the differences between dominant and 
recessive traits. Provide examples. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In flowers, purple is the dominant trait and 
yellow is the recessive trait. Create symbols 
to represent these traits and show:          
homozygous dominant:__________ 

                                                           homozygous 
recessive:__________ 
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                                                           heterozygous 
dominant:__________ 
 
3. Explain why there can be no such allele as 

heterozygous recessive. Be specific. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Where did your dominant and recessive traits 

come from?  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. How come children from the same family can 

have very different traits? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
Answer Key 

 
Questions: 

1. Describe the differences between dominant and 
recessive traits. Provide examples.  
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         Dominant traits are the stronger traits and can cover up the weaker recessive traits. Dominant traits 
are written as a capital letter, and recessive traits are written as a lowercase letter. 
2. In flowers, purple is the dominant trait and 

yellow is the recessive trait. Create symbols 
to represent these traits and show:          
homozygous dominant:____VV______ 

                                                           homozygous 
recessive:____vv______ 
                V = purple                        heterozygous 
dominant:___Vv_______ 
                 v= yellow 
3. Explain why there can be no such allele as 

heterozygous recessive. Be specific.  
         Heterozygous means that there is  an allele that consists of one dominant and one recessive trait. In 
that case, it is impossible for the recessive trait to be displayed. The dominant trait will always cover it up. 
4. Where did your dominant and recessive traits 
come from?    Dominant and recessive traits are 
handed down from parents to offspring.  
5.  How come children from the same family can 
have very different traits?  The variation or 
difference in each offspring is due to the 
exchange and interaction of combination of 
dominant and recessive genes.   Since recessive 
genes don’t “show-up” if they are combined with 
a dominant gene,  you might not even realize 
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they are there.  Someone with dark brown hair 
(dominant) might also have a gene for  red hair 
(recessive.)  Offspring hair color will depend on 
who the other parent is and what dominant and 
recessive genes that parent has.  We can predict 
how genes will combine but cannot guarantee it.  

 
 


