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WHAT YOU SEE IS WHAT YOU GET 
 
Introduction 
 
Visualize and Think-Aloud: Since math is about abstract ideas, the best strategy for 

comprehending a math problem is to use a combination of visualizing and thinking aloud.  

Visualizing is the easiest way to "see" those ideas. This can be done by creating a sketch 
or drawing of the problem. It also means to draw a mental picture of concepts or terms 
that are being described. For example, a picture of an equilateral triangle is easier to 
remember than the definition of the term.   

Think-Aloud requires one to talk through the steps of a problem.  Here is an example: 
T -:- by 4 = 21 
  
�        T is the variable. I need to figure out what that is. 
�        The next part is the sign for division. so, I divide T by 4 to get the answer 21. 
�        If something (T) divided by 4 equals 21, then 4 times 21 equals T; Imagine T has 4 

parts. Each is 21. 
�        When you add them up, you get 84, that means T = 84. 

 
Statement # 1 
 
Peggy has $3.25 in nickels and dimes. She has 7 more dimes than nickels. 
 
Statement # 2 
 
One day John and Inger picked apples for 4 hours. In all they picked 30 baskets of peaches. 
Inger picked 6 baskets less than John. 
 
Statement # 3 
 
Mr. Limotta checked his cash register at the end of the day. He found that he had 7 fewer $5 
bills than $1 bills. He had eleven $10 bills and no larger bills. In all he had $267. 
 
Statement # 4 
 
Luisa has 20 books on crafts and cooking. She also has 21 novels. She had 6 more cookbooks 
than craft books. 
 
Statement # 5 
 
Two breakfast cereals, Kornies and Krispies, together cost $3.59. One of them cost $0.07 
more than the other. 
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Questions 

 
Statement # Question Answer 

1 Does she have more nickels or dimes? More 
dimes 

 How much money does she have in all? $3.25 
 Do you know how many nickels and dimes 

she has? 
No 

 If she has “n” nickels, how many dimes does 
she have? 

7 + n or n + 7 

 If she has “x” dimes, how much money does 
she have in dimes? 

10x cents 

2 How many baskets were picked in all? 30 
 How long did John and Inger work? 4 hours 
 Who worked longer? They worked the 

same 
 Who picked more? John 
 If Inger picked “n” baskets, how many did 

John pick? 
n + 6 

 If John Picked “r” baskets, how many did 
Inger pick? 

r – 6  

3 Did he have more $5 or $1 bills? $1 bills 
 How many more? 7 
 How much money did he have in all? $267 
 How many $20 bills did he have? None 
 How much money did he have in $1 and $5 

bills together? 
$157 

 When did he check his cash register? End of the day 
 If he had “n” $5 bills, how much money did 

he have in $5 bills? 
5n dollars 

4 Does she have more cookbooks or craft 
books? 

Cookbooks 

 How many more? 6 
 Does she have more novels than craft books? Yes 
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 How many books does she have in all? 41 
 If she has “n” cookbooks, how many craft 

books has she? 
20 – n  

 Of what kind of book does she have the least? Crafts 
5 Which one costs more” Does not say 

 What is the difference in their prices? $0.07 
 How much would two boxes of each cost? $7.18 
 Would two boxes of the more expensive 

cereal cost more or less than $3.59? 
More 

 If the more expensive cereal cost “n” cents, 
what is the cost of the other cereal? 

(n – 7) cents or 
 (359 – n) cents 
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What You See Is What You Get 
 Checklist 

 
 
Choose one: 
 

1. Did the student listen to the statement attentively?  
 

 Yes  
 Yes, but with minor inattentiveness  
 Somewhat with major inattentiveness  
 No  

 
2. Did the student participate in sketching statements? 

 
 Yes  
 Yes, but with minor inattentiveness  
 Somewhat with major inattentiveness  
 No  

 
3. Did the student participate in reading and/or displaying their sketch?  
 

 Yes  
 Yes, but with minor inattentiveness  
 Somewhat with major inattentiveness  
 No  

 
4. Was the student able to answer questions from his/her sketch correctly? 

 
 Yes  
 Yes, but with minor inattentiveness  
 Somewhat with major inattentiveness  
 No  

 

Student Name: __________________ 
 
Date: ______________ 


